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I merely notice it here in order to show why, throughout these volumes, I have, from the very beginning to the end, been obliged from time to time to throw in other light besides Moore's own upon the facts in order to present a complete picture. The reasons why the Diary could not have been published at an earlier date will be sufficiently clear upon the face of it. I have alluded to them in the first chapter, but it is well to notice in this preface that it is precisely the very qualities in it which made it impossible to publish it soon after Moore's death which give it its value now. I have no fear for its reception : my only apologies are due for the fact that I have been obliged to supplement it with other matter. I cannot but hope that, whatever my own failures may have been, the features of the " noble Moore " will so shine out from his own honest, clear, and graphic narrative that my part in it, at all events after it has cleared the way for his, may be forgiven and forgotten. If so, there will have been restored to our Valhalla one of the grandest figures that ever adorned it.